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FROM THE OFFICES OF THE TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT


Thursday, November 24, 2005
The Membership’s approval of the Under 12, 8-a-side game structure for the province of British Columbia, is a decision which is both visionary and applauded by the Technical Committee and its department. However it has been brought to the attention of the Technical Committee and the department, that certain member districts are promoting the continuation of the Under 12 Provincial Cup competition within the approved 8-a-side game structure. 
Attached is the recommendation from the Technical Committee supported by the Technical Department.   
Technical Committee’s Rationale on the elimination of the under 12 Provincial Cup Competition. 
It is the Technical Department’s belief that tournament and cup competition at the grassroots level has become very popular due to many aspects that do not foster responsible player development. This form of competition is a method that parents and novice coaches see as a way to play many games over a short period of time which is seen to be player development.

However, winning now becomes the emphasis within this form of competition and therefore players resist being creative and under pressure to win. In addition coaches and parents deem the result of the game to be more important than the development of the individual players.
It is the view of the Technical Department that a festival format is a better alternative for the grassroots level of play. This is supported by the players receiving continuous “fear free” playing time and will feel free to express themselves. This is essential component of grassroots development is due to the results not being a factor in this form of match play. As well, coaches are under no pressure to win so they will provide the players the freedom to experiment, be creative and will encourage the infrequently demonstrated fifth principle of attacking play … “improvisation”. The end result is the development of players that are willing to express themselves and have no fear of failing. 
Summary

Winning is a major factor in modern day sports participation; unfortunately grassroots programming has become the victim of this latter phase of development. A player’s success is more important than the win. A player can win without performing well, or can lose even though the performance has been outstanding. Success is a measure of how well the players are participating, how well they are achieving both personal and team developmental goals. Winning is where you compare yourself to others and success is self measured based on a player’s individual performance and contribution.
It is with the above in mind that the Technical Committee with the support of the Technical Department recommends the elimination of the U12 Provincial Cup competition within British Columbia, with immediate effect. 
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